The Emperor Pays Me a Visit

Conclave.   The choice of a successor to Cardinal Kopp is
preoccupying him very much.   He wanted my views on
the subject.   I therefore suggested Prince Max of Saxony,
but he finds him and rightly not very intelligent; Monsignor
de Croy, who was once an officer in the Guards at Potsdam
and who last year was the bearer of the papal letter for the
Emperor's jubilee.   He said nothing.    Then lastly I spoke of
Prince Hohenlohe, son of the former Marshal of the Court
of Vienna and a Wittgenstein.   This Prince is a Benedictine.
At the word "Benedictine'*  the Emperor cried out, "A
Benedictine,  that would be  splendid.    They  are  men of
science, with a profound sense of duty and knowledge of
the world, who inspire the greatest confidence in me. . . .
I don't know the one you've mentioned but I will find out
all about him at once."

The Emperor also talked a lot about the critical spirit of
the German Press as a whole and the Germans in particular.
One can see that he is suffering from all the faults attributed
to him.. He doesn't talk about it but he feels it and it is on
that account he has given up reading the papers. I very
much regret it.

Berlin, 22nd March, 1914.

This morning the Emperor inaugurates the new library
which he has had built on the place of the old Academy of
Kne Arts opposite the old Emperor's palace on Unter den
Linden. To-night he sets out on his journey to Corfu. He
has postponed the appointment of the Governor of Alsace-
Lorraine until his return which is having a very bad effect
on the general public. The latter desire that all these matters
should be settled as soon as possible and find it most unwise
to leave things in suspense as the Government are doing at
present. I assume there are things in the background which
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